In the title compound, C 15 H 10 Cl 2 O, the dihedral angle between the aromatic rings is 5.59 (15) and the C-C C-C torsion angle is 177.5 (3) . In the crystal, molecules are linked via pairs of C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds, forming inversion dimers with R 2 2 (10) ring motifs.
Structure description
As part of our ongoing studies of chalcone derivatives (Tejkiran et al., 2016; Kumara et al., 2017) , we now report herein on the synthesis and crystal structure of the title compound. The structure of the molecule is shown in Fig. 1 . The molecule is nearly planar, with a dihedral angle of 5.59 (15) between the aromatic rings that are bridged by the enone unit. This value is less than the value of 19.13 (15) reported earlier between the aromatic rings in the related chalcone derivative (E)-3-(2,3-dichlorophenyl)-1-(4-fluorophenyl)prop-2-en-1-one . The trans conformation about the C7 C8 double bond in the central enone group is confirmed by the C2-C7 C8-C9 torsion angle of 177.5 (3) . The carbonyl group at atom C9 lies almost in the plane of the olefinic double bond and phenyl ring as indicated by the O1-C9-C10-C11 and O1-C9-C8-C7 torsion angles of 2.9 (5) and 11.1 (5) , respectively. The double-bond length in the propene unit [C7 C8 = 1.336 (4) ] is significantly longer than the value reported earlier for (2E)-1-(5-chlorothiophen-2-yl)-3-[4-(dimethylamino)phenyl]prop-2-en-1-one (Rodríguez-Lugo et al., 2015) .
In the crystal, molecules are linked via pairs of weak C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds, forming inversion dimers with R 2 2 (10) ring motifs (Table 1 , Fig. 2 ).
data reports

Synthesis and crystallization
A mixture of 2,3-dichlorobenzaldehyde (0.05 mmol), acetophenone (0.05 mmol) and sodium hydroxide (0.05 mmol) in 80% ethyl alcohol (25 ml) was stirred at room temperature for 3 h. The progress of the reaction was monitored by TLC. After the completion of the reaction, the mixture was poured into ice-cold water and kept in the refrigerator for 18 h. The solid formed was filtered, and washed with cold acetic acid (5%). The single crystals were obtained by recrystallization from a solution of the title compound in dichloromethane and 3-4 drops of acetonitrile (m.p. 391-392 K).
Refinement
Crystal data, data collection and structure refinement details are summarized in Table 2 . Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Symmetry code: (i) Àx þ 1; Ày; Àz.
Figure 2
C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds forming inversion dimers with R 2 2 (10) ring motifs. 
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Computer programs: APEX2 and SAINT (Bruker, 2013) , SHELXS97 and SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) and Mercury (Macrae et al., 2008) .
Figure 1
The molecular structure of the title compound, showing the atomnumbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids for non-H atoms are drawn at the 50% probability level. Refinement. Refinement on F 2 for ALL reflections except those flagged by the user for potential systematic errors. Weighted R-factors wR and all goodnesses of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The observed criterion of F 2 > 2sigma(F 2 ) is used only for calculating -R-factor-obs etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger.
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